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TO 


THE MONEY -HOARDERS. 


LETTER B. 


Uphusband, 13 Nov. 1822. 
My FriEnDs, 

Noruine turns up from the 
working of events,” which dees 
not tend to confirm us in our opi- 
nion as to the prudence of hoard- 
ing gold. You see what a panic 
has been created by the mere ru- 
mour of there having been a dis- 
agreement in the conclave of the 
thrice iloly Allies! The news- 
papers tell us, that all was dismay 
at the Change as much as it was 
in hell when Satan went tumbling 
into it headlong; and, indeed, 
whether we can consider the cha- 


racter or the deeds of the parties, 





there is no slight resemblance be- 
tween the two places. Is that 
thing worthy of being called pro- 
perty which can be altered in its 
value by an ‘intrigue of a Bour- 


bon, or by an Austrian or Rus- 


sian Count heaving up his stink- 
ing whisker? Upon my word I 
once saw some Hanoverian sole 
diers picking the lice out of each 
other’s whiskers; and, easily as 
they cracked them, be you as- 
sured, that, whatever depends 
upon the continuance of peace 
and friendship with the Holy 
Brotherhood, is not worth one of 
those lice. 

To be sure, as long as people 
can get eight or ten per cent. for 
their money it is flourishing work ; 
but, it is allmere hazard. There 
is no security in any of it; and as 
to the bonds, or whatever else they 


be called, of Spain or South Ame- 
N 
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rica, or, indeed, of any other 
country, it must be two to one at 
least, that they will, one of these 
days, and all of a sudden, not be 
worth a straw. I think the Ame- 
rican funds the safest, at present. 
I think that something might, in 
every case, be got out of them. 
But, even they depend on peace 
or war. If the last war had con- 
tinued another year, those funds 
would have been blown up. If 
our pretty gentlemen had carried 
on the right sort of war, they 
might have blown up the Ameri- 
can funds and the Federal Go- 
vernment too. But .they must 
needs ‘‘ go a colonelling!” They 
must go a conquering. And a 
pretty conquering they made of it. 

The paper-system is one. It is 
a monster that has its’ fangs on 
many parts of the world ; but it is 
one; itis one body, and its heart 
is in Threadneedle-street, London. 
When that fails, the whole body 
dies. The reason assigned for. 
the fall of the funds the other 
day, was the fall of the French 


funds, Qne would naturally 
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think that ours would rise as the 
French fall. But, the whole 
hangs together. If the branches 
are shook, the trunk feels it ; and, 
if the trunk be destroyed, the 
branches must. 

And now, my friends, let me 
once more put it to you, whether 
this trunk can remain what it now 


is; whether you really think, that 


forty millions a- year more in 


taxes will continue to be raised 
than were raised in the year 1790, 
with prices the same as those of 
17902 You cannot believe this ; 
and yet this must be, or the Debt 
must be reduced by compulsion ; 
that is to say, the Parliament must 
cease to pay a part, at least, of 
the interest. It is useless to talk 
about the injustice of such reduc- 
tion. It is unjust not to make the 
reduction. But, it is not of the 
justice or the injustice that we 
have now to think. The question 
is not, whether the interest ought 
to be paid in full; but whether it 
can. And IT gay it cannot. But, 
it is, some one will say. Why, 


to be sure, by the confiscation of 
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men’s capital and estates it is paid 
at present. By the taking away 
of the all of one part of the com- 
munity and giving it to another, 
the interest ts paid in full. How 
long, however, can this last? 
When this seizure and transfer 
has been completed, can there be 
another? Cana nation go on ai 
all without the land yielding rent ? 
Oh, no! This must come to an 
end. There must be a stop put 
to the transfer ; and. then a very 
great part, if not the whole, of the 
interest must cease to be paid. 
To talk of going to war with 
this Debt is madness ; yet, if we 
will not go to war, it may come 
to us. The French may invade 
Spain, and a most popular mea- 
sure it would be in France. They 
may do this, and our pretty gen- 
tlemen may preserve a “ dignified 
neutrality.” But, they could not 
very well remain neutral if the 
French were to attack Gibraltar, 
and this they would do in a short 
space of time ; for the whole na- 
tion burns with the revenge im- 


planted in its bosom by the “great 


negociator and the “ greatest 
Captain,” in 1815. We have 
yet to pay for those Museums 
after being the first to begin rifling 
which, “‘ Old Blacher” was made 
an English Knight of the Bath. 
The Bourbons hate ‘us for taking 
away their frontier towns ; and the 
people hate .us for forcing the 
Bourbons on them. They hate 
one another with a tolerably per- 
fect hatred; but not with that 
complete cordiality with which 
they join in hating us. France is 
rich. She has little debt.. Her 
army is great. Her resources 
great. Her navy astonishingly in- 
creased since the peace. She 
knows our situation. And why 
should she not take her revenge ? 
She knows that we want peace. 
Indeed our Ministers almost de- 
clare to the world, that war would 
break us up. Who, then, is to 
expect, that France will let us 
have peace long * 

Now, then, suppose war to come 
to us. Would it not be impose 
sible to pay the interest of the 


debt in gold? It is done even 
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now only by a sort of confiscation. 
And, can there be a man idiot 
enough to suppose that it would 
How 


perilous, then, is the state of any 


be done in case of war? 


thing the value of which depends 
upon peace! If the mere rumour 
of a want of harmony amongst 
the Holy Tribe cause the English 
funds to fall, what would prepa- 
rations for war do? Every one, 
therefore, who has what is called 
‘money in the funds,” ought, 
now that it can be turned into real 
money ; to turn it into gold, and 
keep it in gold to the utmost ex- 
If the funds 


were to fall to thirty, as they cer- 


tent of his means. 


tainly would upon a declaration 
of war, those who may now sell 
out at eighty, will, if they still 
cling to the thing, make a preity 
figure. There will be one con- 
solation however; and _ that is, 
that they will deserve whatever 
they may suffer from this cause. 
Ivery day makes a further fall 
in the price of land; and _ this 
price. must go on declining let 


what else may take place. In 










May next the quantity of circu- 
lating medium must become much 
less in quantity than it is now. A 
large part of the present paper 
must be swept away. A great 
many of the country banks will 


Others 


will do as so many of their worthy 


shut up shop altogether. 


predecessors have done. This will 
bring down the price of produce 
to a mark much lower than at 
present; and that manis mad; he 
is not a man, indeed, but a brute 
beast, who can suppose, that the 
land will not fail with the pro- 
duce. The low and proper price 
of land will come on by degrees, 
however, as the present race of 
farmers become ruined. As long 
as their capitals remain, they will 
keep up the price of land above 
its true level. But these capitals 
will soon be exhausted ; and, if 
it were possible to ascertain the 
fact, I have little doubt but it 
would turn out that very few, if 
any, farmers’ names are at this 
time in the books of the Bank 
of England. No: their money 


has been drawn out, and given to 
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the taxgatherer, and he has hand-| 
ed it over to the debt and “ dead- 
weight” and to the other tax- 
eaters! I know a farmer, a rent- 
ing farmer, who has one son and 
five daughters, none of whom are 
more than fifteen years of age. 
He had seven thousand pounds in 
the funds, in 1815. Here were 
fortunes for the daughters, and the 
son was, in all probability, to have 
the farming stock, worth, as it 
was thought, four or five thousand 
pounds. He has now not a penny 
in the funds. He has his stock 
and is out of debt; but the land- 
lord, parson and taxgatherer have 
got all his money. His lease is, 
indeed, about to expire; and he 


will be a lucky man, if the sale of 


his stock and goods, make him 


As long as the landlord got his 
rent out of this gentleman’s capi- 
tal, he, of course, deemed the 
farm to be worth thirty years’ pur- 
chase upon the rent; and, as the 
farm let for 12002. a-year, he 
looked upon it as worth 36,000/. 
Rut, what will it be worth after 





894 
nert Michaelmas, when the ex- 
piration of the lease will put a 
stop to this drain from the farmer's 
capital? Will it be worth half 
the money? No: nor a quarter 
part of the half, unless the debt be 
reduced ; for, it is, in fact, worth 
no rent at all, as long as sixty 
millions of taxes are collected. 
However, let what else may hap- 
pen, it is impossible that the price 
of the land should exceed in pro- 
portion the price of the produce 
of that land. Even if the debt 
be reduced, and rents be again 
paid out of produce instead of out 
of capital; still the price of the 
land must come down in propor- 
tion to the price of produce; and, 
of course, even ina just state of 
things, a farm, which, some years. 
ago, was worth 20,0002. will now 
be worth only 5,0007. 

See, then, the advantage that 
must arise from the hoarding of 
gold now! The funds are high.. 
By one trick or another they have 
been kept up. ‘“ A hundred,” 


as the wretches call it, in their 


roguish jargon, will sell for eighty 
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golden sovereigns. These eighty 
sovereigns will, in a short time, 
buy ten acres of good land ; and, 
of course, about seven or eight 
** hundred” will yield as many 
sovereigns as will, ¢f kept in sove- 
reigns, buy a decent farm of from 
eighty to a hundred acres, with 
house and barn and all necessary 
Ifthese hundreds” 
be left in the funds, they will not, 


buildings. 


in all probability, buy a hundred 
square perches of land. 

In my Letter A. I pointed out 
the danger of placing money on 
morigage. It is impossible that 
the debt should be reduced with- 
out areduction of mortgages ; and, 
indeed, there would be great dan- 
ger to them altogether. At best, 
you could not get at your money 
to lay it out in the way of pur- 
chase. The sure way, therefore, 
is to get the gold and to keep it. 
Let no one imagine, that, because 
the sum may be small,. it is not, 
therefore, worth laying by. It is 
-within the scope of possibility, 
. that a cottage and garden may sell 


for ten. pounds. My opinion is, 
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that prices, in England, will be. 
come as low as they were a hun- 
I 
think, that, before this turmoil is 


over, the whole of the infernal 


dred and thirty years ago. 


system of paper-money may be 
swept clean from the face of the 
earth. It is my anxious wish, in- 
deed; and, therefore, my opinion 
ought, perhaps, to be the more 
closely scrutinized. But, to con- 
fine ourse}ves to the fair and rea- 
sonable probability, who can sup- 
pose, that the price of land will 
be Aigher than it was thirty or 
And, at 


the prices of those days, it was 


even forty years ago! 


not a great heap of money that 
was wanted to purchase a snug 
house and a bit of land. With 
our heads and mouths constantly 
full of the prices of the Pitt-sys 
tem, we can with difficulty bring 
ourselves to imagine how mucho 
house and land a nice bag of 
sovereigns will purchase. Bul, 
the sovereigns must be got n0¥, 
and kept in sovereigns ; and ud 
put into savings banks, friendly 
societies, or any other’ thing d 
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pendent on what is called the 
funds and national faith. 

I cannot conclude this Letter 
without a word or two about bank- 
notes, and the danger of keeping 
them, though for ever so short a 
space of time. When the first of 
next May comes, every banker, 
and, indeed, every other person, 
must, if required, pay in gold 
and silver. People can now re- 
fuse to do this. If you go to a 
country-banker; he will not give 
you gold in exchange for his 
notes. He will give you Bank of 
England notes, because he must, 
if you insist on it. But, on the 
first of May next, the protecting 
law ceases; and he must, if 
called upon, pay his notes, his 
dirty-looking notes in sovereigns 
or guineas, and. both of full 
weight. It will be then your own 
fault if a country-banker break 
in your debt. We all know that 


may, and they do, think their pro-. 
perty is worth four or five times: 
as much, and, perhaps, ten times, 
as much as it really is worth. If 
[ have an estate that is letting for 
a thousand a-year, I value it 
(supposing me to view things as 
a country-banker naturally does,) 
at 30,0007. But, as I have shown 
above, it will not be worth, and 
it actually is not worth now, 
more than five or six or seven 
Thinking it, 
however, to be worth 30,0002: I 
deem myself no rogue to put out 
10,0007. in paper. But, if brought 
to book, as I must be at last, E 
have not wherewith to pay these: 
10,0002 IT am no’ rogue, and yeti 
my creditors lose their money. 
I have issued my paper upom a 
false basis. This-ts, because this 
must be, the case of all those 
who have founded their issues of 


paper upon the rental of their 


thousand pounds. 


country-bankers can break ; for! estates. They will all be brought- 


we have seen them break! Be- 
sides, they may break, and’ not 


and he no rogues too. For, they 


up tight by the gold payments 
that they will be compelled to 
make ; and we: shall see, I ima- 
gine, soon after May next, consea 
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quences that the country-bankers 
themselves are the last persons to 
anticipate ! 

Who, then, with only common 
sense, will keep a bank-note, of 
Who will 
even take one into his hands, if 
Get the gold; 


keep the gold; for nothing else, 


any kind, a moment ! 
he can avoid it! 


amidst this ‘‘ general working of 


? 


events,” can possibly be secure. 
Mr. Ricarpo has recommended a 
sort of dividing of the land. 
That may be resorted to at last ; 
but, gold safe in your chest, the 
very devil himself could not di- 
vide. To say all in one short 
sentence: gold in hoard cannot 
be affected by Acts or Paruta- 
MENT, and every other species of 
_ property may. 

Wx. COBBETT. 








DINNER AT READING. 


_ From the “ Sraresman” of 
Monday. 


On Saturday, the 9th inst. Mr. 


Cosserr dived, agreeably to 
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notification, with the Farmers at 
Reading, at the sign of the Upper 
Ship. The company was, as it 
was expected to be, very nume- 
rous. The market is a large 
market, and is attended by great 
numbers of opulent farmers, great 
part of whom seemed to be pre- 
sent upon this occasion. As many 
as could possibly dine in the room, 
did so, and others who had dined 
elsewhere joined the company, or 
rather crowded the room and the 
passage, as soon as the eating 
part of the business was at an end. 
As soon as the cloth was rénisted, 
the Chairman, Mr. Mityer, gave 
the King’s health, observing at 
the same time, that it was not in- 
tended that there should be on 
|this day, any demonstrations wpon 
the giving of toasts more than 
upon any other day; thereby 
meaning, that the practice of 
cheering and shouting should not 
be given into.— After this, the 
‘same gentleman gave Mr. Cos- 
seTt’s health, observing, that he 
was here for the purpose of giving 

instruction to the company; and | 








> 





401 NovemBer 16, 1822. _ 402 


that he hoped they would profit 
from it. The health having been 
drunk, Mr. Cosnerr addressed 
the company for about an hour; 
and, of course, that which we 
here give is to be looked upon as 
a sketch of this address. 

“ GenTLEMEN,—I am, I ought 
to be, very proud of the honour 
you have done me; and I shall, 
as I ought, endeavour to make 
you a suitable return. But, in 
alluding to the observation which 
the Chairman has been so kind 
as to make, I must beg not to be 
considered as presuming to pre- 
sent myself before you as an in- 
structor. Something, some little 
matter, relative to the present 
state of the country, I may, per- 
haps, understand beyond _ that 
which is understood by people in 
general. That which I do under- 
stand, and which I think likely 
to be useful, I shall, with your 
indulgence, and with the hope of 
not fatiguing you too much, en- 
deavour to communicate ; but, as 
an instructor I by no means wish 
to be considered; but merely as 





one of yourselves come to dine 
and to converse with you. It is 
impossible to see you assembled 
here and to think of the cause of 
it without reverting to that which 
has so often struck me, and so 
often been a subject of pointed 
observation with me; namely, 
that there should be a country 
containing such a thing as the 
whole body of its farmers in a 
state of ruin: a part already to- 
tally ruined; and the remainder 
tremblingly awaiting the same 


state. This is a novelty, not only 


in England, but in the world. 


Such a thing was never seen and. 


never even heard of before. 
Amongst those callings in life, 
such as those of commerce, ma- 
nufactures, speculations in roads, 
canals, mines, we have often seen 
strange necessitudes; they are 


classes forming each of them only 


a-small part, comparatively, of 


a community; the causes of 
their prosperity and decline are 
dependent upon circumstances so 
purely adventitious, that we are 


not surprised either at the rise or 
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fall of them. But for a whole 
body of farmers to be ruined ; for 
the affairs of that state of life to 
become matter of uncertainty and 
of peril, is enough, not only to 
excite wonder, but to make us 


think seriously of, and to lose no 





not this, Gentlemen, in the way 
of blame. You did net foresee, 
and it was impossible for you to 
foresee the consequences of the 
measures that you so undeviat- 
ingly supported. The ruin has 


been effected by means so gra- 


time in adopting, whatever there |dual, and at the same time so 


is in our power in the way of re-| 


medy.—It is not uninteresting to 
observe, that, it is from this very 
body of farmers, too, that the 
power has been derived of causing 
their ruin. Never would this ruin 
have been effected had it not been 
by the will of the ruined body it- 
self. In the carrying on of those 
measures which have at last 
brought you into this state, the 
Government has always had your 
own support and assistance, At 
several stages in this fatal pro- 
gress, the Government has had to 
contend against different descrip- 
tions of men; but, it has always 
had the farmers on its side. It 
could always place firm reliance 
upon that body; and having that 
body with it not one straw did it 


ever care for all the rest.—I say 





mysterious, that it was impossible 
for any farmer, without actually 
ceasing to be a farmer; it was 
impossible for such a person: to 
come at a knowledge of the sub- 
ject. What, for instance, were 
the farmers to know about Cash- 
payments? The far greater part 
of the active farmers of the pre- 
sent day were mere lads when 
the Bank first ceased to pay in 
cash. How were they to expect 
their farms to be rendered worth- 
less by any regulations respect- 
ing Gold and Bank-notes? The 
thought never once found its way 
into their minds. And, besides, 
could it ever enter into the heart 
of man to conceive that any go- 
vernment would ever make such 
changes, would ever pass such 
laws, as would of necessity pro= 
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duce the ruin of the cultivators of| industry, skill and frugality : sup- 


the land? Nevertheless, though 
I am very far from supposing that 
the Governnient has done the 
thing by design, it is clear, that 
if the twelve or thirteen men 
composing what is called the Ca- 
binet, had been sitting in council 
for the last thirty years to devise 
means for spreading misery 
throughout the country ; for pro- 
ducing a violation of contracts ; 
for effecting that which in a more 
limited scale may be effected by 
the worst of revolutions, the suc- 
cess of the endeavours of those 
thirteen men could not have been 
more complete than it is, or, at 
least, than it will be, unless you 
now bestir yourselves in order to 
produce equitable adjustment.— 
Gentlemen, suppose a farmer 
possessed of ten thousand pounds ; 
suppose him to be a good farmer; 
to-be discreet, to exercise sound 
judgment in all his affairs; sup- 
pose him to be’in no wise afflicted 
by Providence ; suppose him to 
be attended with that prosperity 


which is usually the reward of|the mortgagee was, in 1820, pro- 


pose such a man as this, thus si- 
tuated, deprived wholly of his ten 
thousand pounds; and that, too, 
entirely in consequence of Acts 
of Parliament, against which he 
has no more power of resistance 
than he has against the thunder- 
bolt. Suppose a case like this: 
is there any man living that can 
deny that this is confiscation? 
I will state to you, Gentlemen, 
niy own case. I had an estate 
that had cost me thirty thousand 
pounds. I had mortgaged it for 
thirteen thousand pounds. With 
my knowledge of the matter it 
would have been foolish indeed 
to be in this predicament when 
cash-payments should arrive; but, 
owing to circumstances with re- 
gard to which I had no control, 
and of which circumstances I do 
not wish now to speak with any 
thing like resentment; owing to 
these circumstances I was de- 
prived of the means of pay- 
ing off the mortgage in: time. 
The consequence of which was, 
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ceeding to sell the esta‘e ; that is 
to say, to take it to himself. With- 
out the smallest hope, or even 
desire, to prevent him from so 
doing, I laid my case before the 
Parliament in the Spring of that 
year, stating, In my petition, that 
my case was nothing more than 
the case of thousands upon thou- 
sands; and I dare say it is the 
case of many a man now in the 
room. Fortunately for me, I had 
other means than those to be 
derived from the land, or else f 
might at this moment, instead of 
having the honour of being here 
to address you, have béen occu- 
pying a snug apartment in a 
workhouse, or sitting eracking 
Thor- 


sands upon thousands have been 


stones by the highway. 


stripped of their property in this 
way; and, Gentlemen, is it much 
consolation for them to reflect, 
that this stripping has taken 
place, in consequence of the re- 
gular and legal. proceedings of 
that Government, which they have 
s0 long and so zealously sup- 


ported against their and its pre- 





tended enemies? If the strip- 
ping take place; if a man be 
driven out of his house and made 
a beggar, what is the difference 
to him whether it be by the 
sheriff's officer or by a band of 
radicals with their bludgeons ¢ 
Gentlemen, this which we now 
behold never could have taken 
place, if the people had been 


allowed to have a fair chance of 


exercising their judgment. Their 


judgment must be formed upon 


facts. The real facts have been 
kept disguised from them, and 
this has been effected by the di- 
rect interference and power of 
the Government, which has suf- 
fered nothing to be communicated 
to the people that was calculated 
to give them a warning of the 
evils that were approaching. For 
now about nineteen years, | have 
been endeavouring to put the- 
country upon its guard; and, 
during pretty nearly the whole 
of that time, no small part of 
the attention of the Government 
has been directed totvards pre- 


venting the circulation of my 
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writings. From the year 1809 to 


1819, there has been a series of 


acts on the part of the Govern- 
ment; the prosecution of me in 
1809 ; the terrible bills passed in 
1817; Sidmouth’s Circular, in a 
more advanced part of that year, 
and, finally, the Six-Acts. No 
matter what pretence there has 
been. The language of the 
movers upon all the occasions, and 
the spirit by which their agents 
have been constantly animated, 
clearly prove, that the whole of 
this penal code owes its origin to 
a desire, on the part of the Go- 
vernment, to put a stop to the 
reading of that, which, if it had 
been read, must have prevented 
the ruin which has now come 
upon the country. The Govern- 
ment did not take these measures 
for the express purpose of doing 
mischief to the country or cf pre- 
venting good to it. It must have 
thought its own system good, and 
that the writings were mischievous; 
but, Gentlemen, if we exculpate 
it from the charge of guilty inten- 


tion, we cannot do the same with 
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regard to the charge of ignorance ; 
and, let us recollect, that igno- 
rance in Government is not a 
thing to escape censure. This 
Government prevented, by its 
direct acts, the circulation of one 
particular essay of mine, which, 
if it had been universally read, 
must have prevented a large por- 
tion of the mischief: I allude to 
that address to the nation, which 
[I published when I took flight to 
America, to avoid that dungeon 
that I thought was prepared for 
Upwards of forty thousand 


copies of that address were sold 


me. 


almost immediately upon its pub- 
lication. Sidmouth’s Circular came 
out, and aetotal stop was instantly 
put to the selling. I think it pos- 
sible that half a million of copies 
of that address might have been 
circulated; and i never can look 
at that address without a confir- 
mation of my sincere opinion that 
if it had been suffered to take free 
circulation it would have mainly 
contributed to prevent these cala- 
mities. And yet, to put a stop 


to that circulation the Govern- 
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ment took infinitely greater pains 
than ever were yet taken to pre- 
vent the increase or the spread 
ofa pestilence. One of the means 
made use of in order to prevent 
the circulation of things so use- 
ful, was that of blackening the 
character of the author; and, 
amongst those who have resorted 
to means of this description, none 
have acted in a more unwarrant- 
able or unmanly manner than one 
of the Members of this very coun- 
ty, who, upon the public hustings 
at the late election, uttered against 
me, by name, and in my absence, 
as foul a calumny as ever was 
uttered by one man against ano- 
ther. I made this charge against 
him at Newbury the other day; I 
then intimated my intention of 
being here on this day. I chal-. 
lenged him or his friends to come 
here, and rebut the charge to my 
As I said 


then, so I say now; that I never 


face if they could. 


saw Mr. Thistlewood in my life; 
that I never received a letter from 
or wrote a letter to him; that I 


never sent to him or received from 
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him a message of any description ; 
that I never had any communi- 
cation with him, direct or indirect, 
even in the most distant manner. 
I beg you to bear in mind, Gen- 
tlemen, that the persons who were 
called rebels and conspirators, 
and who were betrayed by the 
spies sent amongst them, after 
they had been instigated by: those 
spies ; you will bear in mind, that 
these persons had, upon two or 
three occasions, put down lists 
of those whom they intended to 
put at the head of a provisionary 
government. In these lists there 
were found the names of Lord 
Cochrane, Sir Francis Burdett, 
Major Cartwright, Mr. Hunt, and 
some others. It is curious enough, 
that the lists varied at different 
times; that sometimes there were 
certain names, and sometimes 
certain other names; but that in 
none of these lists: there ever ap- 
peared the name of William Cob- 
bett! Of this circumstance Mr. 
Dundas -could not be ignorant. 


This circumstance alone would 


have restrained any honourable 
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minded man from making such a 
charge; and yet, this charge of 
my being in connection with Mr. 
Thistlewood he made; and at a 
time, too, when I was absent from 
the spot where it was made, and 
when Mr. Thistlewood was lying 
in jail loaded with irons to take 
his trial as a capital malefactor! 
—1I could not refrain, Gentlemen, 
from repeating what was said at 
Newbury upon this subject; and 
especially as I then challenged 
the calumniator to meet me here 
face to face; but I will now pro- 
ceed to matters of much more im- 
portance than any thing relating 
to myself.—It appears to me that 
the whole of the present race of 
farmers must, unless measures be 
speedily adopted to prevent it, be 
totally ruined. One great cause 
of this will be an opinion which 
they appear to entertain, that high 
While this 
Opinion lasts, they never will be 


induced to take those steps which 


prices will return. 


are necessary to prevent their 
ruin. They may be convinced 


that it is impossible for high prices 
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to return; a thing perfectly im- 
possible, unless there be a repeal 
of Mr. Peel's Bill. This being 
the case, the question is, will that 
Bill be repealed. My opinion is, 
that the Government has not the 
smallest intention to repeal that 
Bill.. If the Bill were repealed 
it would be impossible to support 
the credit of the paper; its worth- 
lessness would become notorious ; 
the repeal would amount to an 
open declaration of an inability 
ever to pay in gold again; and 
this would make the paper as 
worthless as French assignats, 
which must lead to general con- 
fusion. The Government, who 
cannot failto perceive this, will 
certainly not repeal the Bill.— 
Prices, therefore, cannot rises 
and every farmer, who pays any 
thing like the present rent, or, in- 
deed, any rent at all, must be 
ruined, unless there be such a 
change as shall produce a great 
diminution in the taxes. There has 
been a great desire on the part of 
the landlords, and especially those 
that shudder at the thought of a 
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great change in the mode of car- 
rying on the affairs of the country ; 
a great desire to cause it to be 
believed, that the farmers are not 
so badly off; and that they are 
able to pay their rents, and do 
pay their rents. I have just 
heard of a great landholder in 
Hertfordshire, who wrote some 
time ago to the other great land- 
holders of the county, requesting 
them not to lower their rents; 
telling them that he had got his 
rents, and that they had nothing 
to do but to hold their tenants up 
to the mark. I heard, only yes- 
terday, and from perfectly good 
authority, that this landlord has, 
at this very moment seven and 
twenty distraints in the houses 
of his farmers! — Gentlemen, 
it cannot be otherwise. The 
lowermg of rent twenty, thirty, 
forty, fifty, or even eighty or 
ninety per cent., is doing no- 
thing. If prices be the same now 
as they were in the year 1790; 
and if taxes, which were then 
thirteen millions are now sixty 


millions, how is it possible that 
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there can be any thing left for 
rent. This fact alone as to the 
amount of the taxes, would con- 
vince any other government upon 
the face of the earth of the impos- 
sibility of proceeding in the present 
cause, without lingering on in a 
state of general ruin and confusion. 
Gentlemen, the mortification that 
we feel upon the present occasion 
is not at all diminished when we 
reflect on the source of the great 
error into which the Government 
has been led. If some great no- 
bleman of England ; if some per- 
son high in repute as a statesman ; 
if some person well known to the 
country, and of high reputation as 
a public speaker or man of talent: 
if upon the authority of some such 
person as this, the Government had 
believed that a return to cash-pay- 
ments would cause a fall in prices 
of no more than four and a_ half 
per cent. ; that is to say, a deduc- 
tion of about 2s. 3c. from the price 
of a South-down ewe: if from 
such a source the error had pro- 
ceeded, there would have been 


some apology for having adopted 
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it; but, when we reflect that this 
error, this mighty mischief, has 
no better source than that of Mr. 
Ricardo ; when we look round us 
and see the thousands of families, 
that were but the other day ina 
state of opulence, with the fairest 
prospects of respectable and hap- 
py life before them ; when we see 
these thousands of families plung- 
ed, all of a sudden, into a state of 
hopelessness and misery not to be 
described, and refiect that all this 
is to he traced to a mere thought 
in the mind of such a man as Mr. 
Ricardo, is there not some ground 
for indignation and resentment ! 
There is no way of rectifying mat- 
ters at present except those which 
shall lead to a total change in con- 
ducting the nation’s affairs. There 
is certainly much to be done in 
effecting this change, but he can 
never be said to hold a dishearten- 
ing language, who tells his hearers 
that they themselves have the 
power to effect their own deliver- 
ance. This I now tell you; but 
then, this is not to be done, without 


an exertion of that sort of spirit, 





which animates a man when he 
feels for his country as well as for 
himself. You know, Gentlemen, 
that I allude to that Reform of 
the Parliament for which many of 
us have been so long praying in 
vain, but which, I am happy to 
see, is now likely to be taken up 
by those whom the very bitterest 
fues of the cause will hardly ac- 
cuse of a wish to overthrow pro- 
perty. Upon the best authority, 
I have to inform you, that the Come 
mittee formed some time ago in the 
County of York by Mr. Fawkes 
has recently met in the City of 
York ; that it has heen joined vo- 
luntarily by several gentlemen 
from different parts of that county ; 
that a requisition has been drawn 
up to be sent to the several districts 
of the county for signatures ; that 
the Committee is to meet again at 
York early in January to receive 
back the:signed requisition ; and 
that it is then to proceed with the 
requisition to the High Sheriff of 
the county ; that the requisition is 
to call a meeting expressly for the 


purpose of petitioning for a Reform 
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of the Parliament; and that it is 
expected to be signed by ten thou- 
sand frecholders. If all the coun- 
ties follow the example of this great 
county, reform and deliverance 
are at hand; and if they do not; 
if the landholders and farmers of 
the other counties be too wayward 
or too cowardly to follow this ex- 
ample, there is no point of degra- 
dation that is too low for them ; 
there is not a pain which misery 
can inflict that they do not deserve. 
The reasons are too numerous, 
and would require too much time 
in the stating to be stated here, 
only the present Parliament can- 
not make the necessary reductions, 
and yet, without those reductions, 
to remove the distress, or to pro- 
duce a mitigation of it, is impossi- 
ble. Jt is the taxes, which reach 
every thing, that cause the dis- 
tress. The ruined farmer owes 
his ruin to the sixty millions of 
taxes, and not to low prices. Re- 
duce the taxes to what they were 
in 1790, and the farmers will be, 
not what they were in the times of 


high prices ; but they will be what 
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their fathers were, and that is a 
great deal better. Mr. Ricardo, 
together with those who have the 
contemptible folly, not to call it 
baseness, to belong to his school, 
tell us, that taxes are nothing to 
the farmer ; for that, whatever he, 
or his labourers, or tradesmen, 
who make his wagons, ploughs, 
and harness ; whatever all these 
have to pay in taxes, though it is 
paid in the first instance by him, 
is paid back to him again in the 
price of his produce; and that, 
thus, the consumer pays the taxes 
at last; so that the farmer cannot 
be losing, and must, in a short 
time, at any rate, be doing as well 
as the rest of the community! Con- 
temptible as this is, Gentlemen ; 
empty as thisis ; plain as it is, that, 
as things now are, the farmeris pay- 
ing rent out of his capital, and not 
out of his prices ; notorious as itis, 
that, either the landlord or the far- 
mer, or both, must be losers, when 
there are sixty millions of taxes, 
to pay out of prices that used to 
pay only thirteen millions of taxes ; 


notorious as this is, there needs 





421 . Novempber 16, 1822. 


nothing but these shallow and pert 
observations about the outgoing 
being paid by the consumer, to 
silence the half-ruined country 
gentlemen and make them shut 
up their mouths. There was a 
time, when it would have been 
difficult to make English country 
gentlemen sit quiet while a mere 
dealer in stocks was talking about 
any thing ; but now they can sit 
tamely and hear such a man, not 
only read them lessons about their 
own affairs, but actually put for- 
ward projects for releasing their 
country by seizing their estates, 
and, at the close of his flippant 
harangues, instead of treating him 
with contempt, hailing him as an 
oracle. However, an end to scenes 
like these must come, in one way 
or another. It is not for ever that 
the country is to be amused by 
pretty speeches about the burdens 
falling upon the consumer, and I 
must see, before I can possibly be- 
lieve, that a whole country of land- 
lords and farmers will carry their 
patience to the extent of being 
beggars. There is one thing more, 








Gentlemen, which I must mention, 
trespasser as I already am upon 
your patience: I mean, the pro- 
ject first openly promulgated in 
Hampshire, of squeezing some- 
thing out of the dabourer to make 
up for the drain occasioned by the 
other calls upon the farmer. This 
project is at once so wicked and 86 
foolish ; so full of inhumanity, in- 
justice and baseness, that it is hard 
to speak of it in language propor- 
tioned to its demerits. Leaving, 
however, out of the question, every 
quality but that of its foolishness, 
let me ask, what can surpass this. 
You know it is impossible; but 
suppose it were possible, to re- 
duce the labourers to eat and drink 
only one-half of what they now eat 
anddrink. Whatwould be the first 
consequence of that t Here would 
be almost eight millions of the 
people consuming only one-half 
of that which they now consume ; 
here would be a great decline im 
the demand for farm-produce, and. 
a consequent further depression of 
price ; so that, the result would be 
the farmer would haye withheld 
O 2 
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from his customer the labourer, 
money which would have been 
laid out in his own produce, and 
that money would be given to the 
landlord, the parson, the place- 
man, the pensioner, and others, 
to be spent, probably, in Italy or 
France.—Gentlemen, might not 


the labourer, when you cal] upon 


him to bring down his wages’to 
the standard of 1790; might he 
not tell you to bring down his 
taxes, his pot of beer, to the taxes 
of 1790? But might he not, and 
would I not, if I were a labourer, 
say to my master, have you 
brought down the placemen, have 
you brought down the pensioners, 
have you brought down the sol- 
diers, to the standard of 1790? 
The common soldier now, without 
wife or child to maintain, has 
higher wages than you give me 
for toiling all the day, and he has 
clothing, lodging, firing, and can- 
dle, into the bargain. And will 
you grind me down to a very ske- 
leton, while you say not a word 


about him, though he is paid in 


part out of your produce and out 
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of my labour? Tosuch a question 
I am not aware what answer could 
be given. And, Gentlemen, let me 
put itseriously to you, whether any 
thing was ever more unjust, than 
that those salaries, which were 
raised some years ago expressly on 
account of the increased price of 
provisions, should now, when pres 
visions have fallen to their ancient 
standard, continue to be paid at 
their augmented rate. If I men- 
tion the salaries of the Judges in 
particular, it is not because I think 
them particularly objectionable ; 
it is not because I think the Judges 
less worthy of high pay than other 
people, but because, and precise- 
ly because I think them more 
worthy. The duties they have to 
perform are laborious in the ex- 
treme, and are almost incessant ; 
besides that it is well known to all 
how great are those talents which 
their office requires, and how 
great those talents generally are. 
I select their case, because 1 think 
that the reduction ought to be 
unsparing. Their salaries were 


doubled during the high prices, 
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andexpressly because those prices | fortunes may yet be saved. The 


were high; and, Gentlemen, with 
what face could I screw down my 
labourer, or attempt to screw him 
down, to the ancient wages, while 
I remain mute with regard to the 
salaries of the Judges !—If, how- 
ever, I would bring back the sula- 
ries of the Judges to the ancient 
standard, what would I do with 


the endless swarms of place- 


movements in that great county 
have been in a great measure 
owing to the public spirit of Mr. 
Fawkes ; and therefore, by your 
permission, Gentlemen, I will 
conclude by proposing to you to 
drink his health.” 

After a short time had elapsed, 


Mr. Cosnerr, rising to bid the 











| 


company good night, said, “ In 


men, placewomen, pensioners and bie to wish you good night, 


grantees ? What would I do with 
that enormously expensive army 
and ordnance ? What would I do 
with that staff and that dead- 
weight? and what would I do with 
all those that are now receiving the 
price of three bushels of wheat 
instead of the price of one !—To 
effect these reductions, however, 
a Reform of the Parliament is 
absolutely necessary. Whether 
| we shall have that refurm or not 
will principally depend upon 
yourselves and the other farmers 


of England ; you will have in due 


\e 


\e 


York before you, and if you follow 


that example a remnant of your 


time the example of the county of 


Gentlemen, I beg leave to make 
| 


an observation or two, upon a 
subject which, though it may 
seem somewhat foreign from that 
which has called us together, is, 
nevertheless, very closely con- 
nected with it.— What a spectacle 
does England exhibit to foreign 
nations ? It is not long since we 


were told, that the late wars had 





covered us with glory, and given 


= a station prouder than we ever 


‘before filled. At this moment we 


‘have an Ambassador at the Con- 


‘gress of the Holy Alliance ; that 


is to say, at a Congress of the 
Sovereigns of the nations of the 


continent, or of their ambassadors. 
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Kt is very well known, that the ob- 
ject of that Congress was, to de- 
vise means for putting down what 
is called the revolution in Spain ; 
and we are told, and great merit 
is given to our Ministers for their 
conduct, that our Government has 
Ob- 


serve, it is deemed to be a merit 


refused to give its assent. 


in our Ministers that they have 
not given their assent to this pro- 
ject! I blush for my country while 
I state the fact, and blush we all 
must if we recollect any thing of 
the history of our country. It re- 
quires no knowledge of what is 
called the policy of Europe for us 
Englishmen to know how necessary 
it is to us that Spain should not 
be under the dominion of France. 
What rivers of blood has England 
shed to prevent this joint dominion. 
Every man knows that it is easier 
to fight one fleet than two; every 
man knows that France must al- 
ways be the enemy of England in 
war; and every man knows, that 
if the House of Bourbon pre- 
dominate in Spain, all the re- 


sources of Spain, and all the’ 
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/maritime resources in particu- 


lar, will be at the command of 


France. To keep those two na- 
tions asunder; to prevent them 
from being, in effect, uuder one 
head, has always been as plainly 
the policy of England, as it has 
been her policy to prevent herself 
from being subdued. Recollect, 
too, that there is a new nation now 
with a fleet ; that we can hardly 
hope, inany contest with France, 
to avoid a co-operation between 
her and the United States of 
America. How necessary is it, 
then, for us to take care that 
Spain be not linked to this formi- 
dable alliance '— Nothing could 
be more fortunate for us than the 
By all the 


means in our power; not except- 


revolution in Spain. 


ing those of direct interference, 
we ought to have favoured that 
revolution. It was the effectual 
way of severing Spain from 
And, with all 
these truths fully impressed upon 
our minds, what do we behold! 
We behold a French army sta- 


tioned at the very foot of the Py- 


France for ever. 





jo 
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renees, under a nick-name, which 
is a subject of ridicule even with 
the French themselves; we be- 
hold a French army, stationed 
there to foment the discontents 
against the new Government ; 
to give encouragement to those 
vagabonds called the Army of the 
Faith ; to destroy our friends in 
that country; and, finally, when 
the proposition is made to us, 
when the impudent and insolent 
proposition is made us, to assist 
in the invasion of Spain, and in 
delivering it over to our old and 
implacable enemies the House of 
Bourbon, merit is given to our 
Ministers that they have refused 
their assent! Refuse their assent 
to what? To the making of 
Spain a mere province of France, 
and to delivering up to her the 
Spanish Fleet, the Spanish Ports, 
and the keys of the Mediterra- 
nean! And, do observe, Gen- 
tlemen, how the mighty are fallen, 
do observe to what a state of de- 
cradation we have come, when 


not to commit this act of dire hos- 


tility to England; when not to 


j 


j 





lay the sure foundation of her 
fall, is deemed a merit in an 
English Ministry! Gentlemen, 
in speaking of the cause of this 
revolution in the English mind, 


we come back to that Reform of 


the Parliament, which is the one. 


thing needfal for all our calami- 
ties —When was there before a 
time, since England was England, 
that the sight of a French army 
avowedly prepared and marched 
to the foot of the Pyrenees for the 
purpose of interfering in the 
affairs of Spain ; when was there 


before a time, when such an army 


could have reached that spot,. 


without the French beholding an 
English Fleet in the Bay of Bis- 
cay! It is impossibie that the 
Ministers should not view the 
thing in the light that I do. 
Viewing it in that light, they can- 
not but wish that it were not so. 
They cannot but view the conduct 
of the French Government with 
indignation. They cannot avoid 
seeing that the army of which I 
have so frequently spoken, is, in 


fact, an army marched against 
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England, and intended to put the 
Spanish Fleet into the hands of 
What then 


Trance. has made 


them so silent? What bas made 
them so humble’? The cause of 
all, Gentlemen, is that debt, and 


that dead-weight, which, like 


a 
double mill-stone hung ‘about our 
necks, is dragging us down into 
that state, from which we shall 
never emerge without a reform of 
the House of Com:nons.—With 
this load upon the nation, how is 
the Government to go to war; 
how is it to talk or to think of 
war! To go to war; to make 
even the beginning of a_ war, 
would demand twenty millions a- 
year of additional taxes: and can 
we who are absolutely plunged in 
ruin up to our very chins by the 
60 millions of taxes, pay an ad- 


It 


is manifest that very large reduc- 


ditional 20 millions of taxes ? 


tions are now necessary to prevent 
the total alienation of the estates. 
How, then, are twenty millions of 
taxes more to be paid! To go 
to. war with gold payments is, 


therefore, ahsolutely impossible. 
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To return to the paper is down- 
right bankruptcy and confusion.— 
‘his is the state in which the 


Of this 


the Holy Gentlemen are as well 


Government is placed. 


informed as we are; and _there- 
fore it would cause in me no very 
ereat surprise, if the Bourbons, 
unable to obtain the assent of our 
Ministers, were to invade Spain 
without it! The result then is, 
that we must rid ourselves of 
these intolerable burdens, and 
must again have a government 
that shall dare, not only to talk of 
war, but to make war, if it be 
To rid ourselves of 
these burdens without a Reform 
of the Parliament, I deem to be 
utterly impossible, and therefore, 
Gentlemen, let me once more 
press upon you the necessity of 
doing every thing in your power 
to bring about that reform. With 
this, in return for the great kind- 


ness you have shewn me, | most 


respectfully wish you good night. 





After Mr. Cobbett had bid fare- 


well to the company, the Chair- 
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man proposed the health of their 
countryman Mr. Budd, who, feel- 
ing himselfthus called on, return- 
el thanks, and in doing so, regret- 
ted that Mr. Cobbett, who was so 
well able, had omitted to suggest 
to them any means by which Par- 
liament could afford them relief, 
it being manifest that every endea- 
vour of that kind had hitherto pro- 
ved abortive. If they would par- 
don his presumption, he would 
take the liberty of pointing out to 
them a measure which he, in the 
winter of 1811 and 1812, had pro- 
posed to a numerous body of te- 
nantry, as well as their landlord, 
which (if adopted ) would have 
greatly reduced the hardships un- 
der which the occupiers of land on 
leases taken at that time, and since, 
now laboured, and which had been 
so ably described by Mr. Cobbett ; 
the justice of which arose from Par- 
liament’s having, by the alteration 
in the value of the currency, caused 
the variation in the priec of all 
farm-product. It was that the rent 
and tithes should be diminished 


in the same proportion as the 





value of farm product had sunk in 
value: he instanced that in 1811, 
wheat was ahout 252. per load ; 
sheep of that county, ewes, 35s. ; 
lambs, 25s. ; wool, 50s. to 3/. per 
load, other things in proportion— 
from which and the price of the dif- 
ferent saleable products of a farm, 
a table might be formed amounting 
to100/. That the rent should be 
regulated by the average prices 
of thattable. Therefore he would 
have the occupiers now holding 
under leases pray that their rents 
might be reduced, on a similar 
scale, and though many would 
then be still great sufferers, their 
loss would be alleviated. Whether 
this would be acceded to by Par- 
liament was more than he could 
say. Atthe same time he must 
intreat them not to leave out of 
their petition, and pray for some 
relief of the suffering and patient 
labourer, whose income in 1794, 
had been regulated so as to be on 
the lowest possible scale on which 
it was deemed an able bodied la- 
bouring man could subsist ( viz.) 


the pay of a private soldier, then 
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at 7d. or 8d. per day. Since that 
time the soldier’s pay had (and very 
properly too) been increased to 
thirteen or fourteen pence per day. 
But the labourers remained sta- 
tionary, and those who were not 
in constant employment with some 
kind master, but who were under 
the control of the Parish, had 
in many instances only 2d. per 
day to subsist on, if they paid 
the amount 


their rent out of 


of the price of two gallon 
loaves per week. It was to be 
hoped, that if the farmers got some 
diminution of rent, tithes, aye, 
and taxes too, that thé state of 
the labourers would be raised to 
what that of the soldiers had, who, 
though perhaps not necessary 
such numbers as 


im at pre- 


sent, had not a halfpenny too 
much for their subsistence.— 
These things, with the great cause 
of Parliamentary Reform, now so 
ably sustained in Yorkshire, called 
forcibly on the farmers of this 
county to come forward in signing 


a Requisition fora County Meet- 


ing, and though he was not an ad- 
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vocate for Universal Suffrage in 
the common acceptation of that 
word, as holding that every one 
should have an equal vote for a 
Member of Parliament, he who 
had no property equal to another 
who had ever so much. He was 
nevertheless forUniversal Suffrage 
by takiug 100 Members from those 
Boroughs where the constituents 
were very few, and having that 
number returned by the popula- 
tion of counties or very populous 
places, by which every one would 
in some measure be represented. 
He concluded by recommending 
them to come forward by the for- 
mation of Committees similar to 
that established by Mr. Fawkes in 
Yorkshire, which was loudly ap- 


plauded by the company present. 


The health of the Chairman being 
given, that Gentleman rose and 
in a very neat speech, the detail 
of which we are sorry we have not 
in our power to give, after thank- 
ing the company for the compli- 
ment to himself, reminded them, 


that when he proposed the health 
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of Mr. Cosszerrt, he had told them 
that they were come there to learn, 
and, therefore, that he had called 
for their attention to what they 
should hear from Mr. Cosserr. 
For his own part, Mr. Milner said, 
he had learned a great deal from 
what Mr. Cosnzerr had said, and 
had received, altogether, so much 
satisfaction as an individual of the 
company upon this occasion, that 
he could not help expressing what 
he felt, and that was, that he should 
always reflect upon the circum- 
stance of his being Chairman of 
this Meeting as characteristic of 
the happiest and the proudest 


moments of his life. 





COLLECTIVE 
COMMENTARIES. 


Tuis is an Octavo Volume, 
price 6s. containing the Remarks 
made by me, in the Sraresman, 


on the Proceedings in Parliament, 
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during the whole of the last Ses- 
sion, and not published in the 
Register. These Commentaries, 
thus collected and arranged, and 
having subjoined to them a com- 
plete List of all the Public Acts 


passed during the Session, with 


explanations of those acts that ap- 
peared to call ie it; makea Par- 
liamentary Register better than 
any one that I have yet seen. No 
day is omitted ; and the point and 
vith; the really interesting part 
of every debate will be found here. 
—The last. Session began that 
series of measures which will de- 
molish the Pitt-system ; the dread- 
ful, the diabolical system of the 
“ Heaven-born Minister.” The 


coming Session will frequently 


lock back to the last ; and, there- 
fore, this work, containing, as it 
does, in a short compass, the doc- 
trines and opinions put forth by 
all parties, will be of great utility. 
1 find it such, at any rate, and I 
recommend it to my readers ac- 
cordingly.—It is to be had at the 
Office of the Register, or through 


the usual channels of that work. 
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TAX-EATERS’ LIE. 


Tue following will show, that 
Mr. Dundas is not the only slan- 
derer in Berkshire.—At Reading, 
and all round about that place, 
and Oakingham, it was, I have 
been told, circulated, that at Oak- 
ingham, as Iwas going to Lon- 
don, on the 31st of October, I 
slipped off by daylight without 
paying my score. 1 must have 
been very adroit at slipping o/7; 
for I had a servant, and we had a 
horse each. This lie is equal to 
that of Walter about the Butcher's 
Shop at Kensington, and rather 


more malignant. Yet, there really 


was a peg to hang this new lie 


upon, though the existence of 


that only makes the lie the more 
wicked. The facts were these: 


I was up and going off just as 





Tax-Eaters’ Lie. 
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daylight began to appear. My 
bill amounted to more than [I had 
in silver. The osiler (the only 
person up in the inn, the Bush) 
went off in haste to get the change 
for a sovereign. He brought me 
the 20s. I paid him out of them; 
put the rest of the silver in my 
purse, and came off without gir- 
ing him the sovereign, which he 
forgot as well as I. At some 
miles from Oakingham I was 
overtaken by a stage coach, the 
coachman told me of the mistake; 
I was taking out the sovereign 
to give him (having first, from 
having had only two sovereigns in 
my purse, and having them still, 
ascertained that he was right), 
when the ostler, who had been 
despatched after me on horseback, 
came up; and I gave it to him.— 
Now, how often have mistakes 


like this happened to almost every 


man; but, to what other man did 


| 
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it ever happen to have to repel a 
charge of dishonesty, founded on 
such a cause? To no other man ; 
and to noother man probably will 
it ever happen ; because no other 
man ever was, and, in all pro- 
bability, no other man ever will 
be, so feared and so hated by so 
great a number of the base part 
of the nation.— However, nothing 
of this sort can raise prices, can 


cause rents to be paid, can tend to 
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preserve the tithes, or can prevent 
the interest of the debt from being 
reduced ; and, while I know this, 
the tax-eaters and the fools and 
cowards whom they live on, may 
club their talent at lying, and may 
lie away, till they be as hoarse as 


toads. 


Wa. COBBETT. 


Uphusband, Nov. 12, 1822. 






























MARKETS. 





Avcrage Prices of CORN through- 
out ENGLAND, for the week end- 
ing 2d November. 


Per Quarter. 


s. d 
. eae 38 §5 
SD chesntecah ee ens 20 7 
rer ree 27.3 
a rere ee 19 ll 
PR ed weedde seeds 26 = 1 
| aaa 30)0—COoO 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &ec. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, 2d November. 


Qrs. mo “.. al oe. «= 
Wheat. .7,607 for 16,219 1 0 Average,42 7 
Barley. .4,341.... 6,374 0 7.......... 29 4 
Oats ..10,988....12,551 0 &......... 22 lw 
Rye.... I5.... BO ID Qiccicccecs 21. 0 
Beans ..}),899.... 3,573 1 Lb. ccccccces 27 11 
FORMS och Mi hecce BARD BS Geccccceces 30 10 


SMITHFIELD, Monday, Nov. llth. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 


s. d. s. d. 
ee 2 6to3 6 
Mutton 2 6—210 
 — 40—4 8 
ee 2s8—3 8 
eer 0 0O—d0 O 


Beasts ... 2,966 | Sheep .. . 22,690 
Calves .... 210] Pigs ...... 340 


NEWGATE (same day), 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead), 


& s. 4d. 

7 eae 1 8 to2 4 
pO ae 1sS—2 4 
. ore 2s—4 0 
ee 20—s3 8 
eeosuuul 0 0 


Markets. 
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a City, Nov. 13, 1822. 


BACON. 


This article continues exceeding- 
ly dull; and prices are rather de- 
clining. ‘ime-bargains have been 
made to a considerable extent; 
and for the greater part, much 
above the present prices—26s. to 
29s. are now asked, for two or three 
months to come, on board in Ire- 
land; and the buyers are shy of 
taking at those prices. In old here, 
very little is doing; and may be 
bought at from 16s, to 20s. 


BUTTER. 


The price of Butter is always ma- 
terially influenced by the weather ; 
as, indeed, is the quality also; and 
the present season has been pecu- 
liarly unfavourable in this respect. 
And in addition to this, there is an 
excess, (as the following State- 
ment will show) this season, as 
compared with the last, equal to 
the supposed stock of the specu- 
lators. 


Butter imported into London. to 12 Nov. 
1621 & 1822, respectively. 


IrRIsH: 


1821....136,000 Firkins. 
1822. ...172,000. .do. 


36,000 Excess 1822. 





DutTcH: 
1821.... 81,000 Casks. 
1822.... 82,000. .do. 








1,000 Excess 1822. 





There is very little doing —Car- 
low, 82s. to 84s.Belfast, 73s. to 80s. 
Dublin, 76s. to 78s.—Waterford, 
74s, to 76s——Cork and Limerick, 
72s. to 74s.— Dutch, 90s. to 94s. 
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CHEESE 


Continues in nearly the same 
state as last week: nothing doing, 
but from ‘* hand to mouth.”—Old 
Cheshire, fine, 66s. to 70s.; Mid- 
dling, 54s. to 64s.; New, 48s. to 56s. 
— Derby, 44s. to 50s. — Double 
Gloucester, 42s. to 48s.; Single, 
(the best) 44s. to 48s.; Middling, 
34s. to 40s. A great deal of old 
Somerset, and other kinds of old 
Cheese, selling very low. 





Price of HOPS, per Cwt. in the 
BorouGH. 


Pockets. 


Kent.... 50s. to 63s. to 95s. 
Sussex .. 40s. to 50s. to 58s. 
Essex... 45s. to 63s. to 72s. 


Bags. 


Kent.... 48s. to 63s. to 90s. 

Sussex .. 40s. to 46s. to 50s. 

Essex ... 44s. to 60s. to 66s. 
Farnham, fine, 6/. to 7/1. 7s.—Se- 
conds, 3/. 10s. to 6/,— Old duty 
laid at 200,000/. 
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Maidstone, Nov. 7.—The Hop 
trade this week has taken a favour- 
able turn, particularly amongst the 
growths in ourneighbourhood. Se- 
veral large sales have been made 
at advanced prices, the best Mid- 
dle Kent bags selling at from 66s, 
to 76s.; choice to 80s. per cwt. 
Weald of Kent and Sussex Hops 
continue as dull as_ ever. Duty 
called the same. 


Worcester, Nov. 2.—At our mar- 
ket this day, 486 pockets of New 
and 3 of Old Hops were weighed. 
Prices from 40s. to 56s.; a few 
prime samples from 58s, to 63s. 





